
must render it a very valuable adjunct to remedies, and recommend it
10 the general adoption of the profession. Whether the small amount of
starch it contains beyond that necessarily added to gluten bread, will
preclude its use in diabetes, remains, I conceive, lo be determined ex-

perimentally. There is no other case, so far as 1 know, where any at-

tempt lo supply food altogether without starch is desirable—and diabetes
is happily rare. Most assuredly that object has not hitherto been, nor
is it likely to be very soon effected ; but I would suggest that most of the
saccharine matter of the wheat flour being washed away in the prepa-
ration of the gluten, may render the presence of simple starch less ob-
jectionable.—London Lancet.

THE BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL.

BOSTON, MARCH 6, 1850

Preservation of Defective Teeth.—Dr. Harwood, a dental operator of
celebrity in Boston, is practising a method in regard to the management of
diseased, sensitive, aching teeth, which promises to revolutionize the whole
modern art and mystery of operative dentistry, while tbe benefit likely to ac-
crue to those so unfortunate as to suffer from diseased teeth is of incalculable
importance. The idea was first suggested by his partner, Dr. Parker. The
old practice consisted, in regard to a carious tooth, too sensitive to bear goldfilling at once, in destroying the vitality of the. nerve by the application of
arsenic, nitro-muriatic acid, or even the actual cautery by introducing into
the cavity a red-hot wire. When that had been accomplished, pressurecould be borne and the hollow completely occupied with gold. In that case,however, the tooth became, by the laws of chemistry, a foreign substance.
It had no longer any vitalized connection with the living system, and con-

sequently soon became partially if not wholly discarded, and gradually
rose from the socket—nature never relaxing iier efforts to throw off the
dead material. To save the tooth, without severing its connection withthe jaw, by the destruction of the nerve, was the ambition of Dr. Har-
wood. Those familiar with the anatomy of tbe region will appreciatethe ingenuity and success of his plan. With a simply-constructed in-
strument, the shape and use of which are no secret, the nerve is severed.
Instantly the patient is relieved from the acute and distracting painsometimes characteristic of some kinds of pulp-exposed teeth. Havingcarefully removed every speck and point of decayed bone, the tooth is
then plugged artistically, without the least disturbance to the patient. In
the meanwhile a conservative principle is at work. The diseased upperand exposed surface of the nerve is divided from the healthy mass beiow ;but little or no inflammation follows, the air being excluded, as in sub-
cutaneous division of the tendons, and the wound speedily heals. Nou-
rished, as it always had been, by the arteries at the roots, and the bodyof the tooth retaining all its original vital endowments, no discoloration
ensues, and a tooth subjected to this truly philosophical treatment, mayperhaps remain the most enduring and useful of any in the jaw throughlife.  The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal as published by 
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ruary gave a valedictory to the graduating class of the institution, in
which is discussed the " nature, utility and obligations of the medical pro-
fession," in a spirit honorable to the talented author. It must have been
a profitable hour for those to whom it was especially addressed. The
idea that the study of medicine leads to infidelity, is treated with becom-
ing contempt. If an undevout astronomer is mad, in what an anomalous
condition of mind must that physician be, who cannot see the hand of
divinity impressed upon organized living matter. Professor Evans points
so directly to the physician's line of duties, that he must be stupid indeed
who cannot understand from the address the vast weight of moral obli-
gation that rests upon one who takes upon himself the responsibilities of
life and death. Lastly, with a parental blessing, accompanied with a

kindness of heart that must have made a deep impression on the interest-
ing occasion in which his wishes were delivered, the master and pupil
parted with mutual farewells.

Boston Lunatic Asylum.—In the printed transactions of the Common
Council last week, the story, which has circulated quite freely, came out
in full, viz., that there was a coldness existing between the Superinten-
dent of the Lunatic Asylum and the Board of Managers. A report in fa-
vor of having the physician appointed by the visilers, was read ; and then
followed a counter one, urging the conscript fathers to stand firmly by the
present ordinance, which gives ihe City Council the election of that officer
by concurrent vote. In the present aspect of the matter, there is good reason
for believing that more harm than good will fall upon tbe institution, at
South Boston, by this perpetual effort for some kind of change, either in
men or measures. If the physician is at the disposal of the board of visit-
ers, he must necessarily do as they direct, and not in accordance with his
own judgment, for their ideas of the way and the time for every movement
must be carried out or the doctor must walk out of the premises. If tbe
present gentlemen composing tbe board, were always to b<> in office, no

fear would be apprehended, since they are honorable men, under the influ-
ence of high principles of responsibility ; but their successors may be petty
tyrants, and abominations both to physicians and patients.

Chloroform and Crime.—An active demand for chloroform, to meet the
depraved inclinations of those who look upon liquors as vulgar, is admitted
to exist. That females should be in the majority of consumers, is a mor-

tifying evidence of the misery that escapes general observation. Crimes
are now managed very skilfully, by the use of this potent drug ; and it is
presumed that since rascals have discovered the importance of this auxiliary
in carrying on their nefarious transactions, far greater scenes of wickedness
than have yet been developed, may be transacted through the quiescent
influence of chloroform.

The following case of robbery, copied from a London paper, brought out

by the last steamer, illustrates the progress of roguery abroad, connected
with this abused article.

" Margaret Higgins and Elizabeth Smith, two women of depraved
habits, were brought up to the Worship-street Police Court for final exami-
nation, charged with having been concerned in administering chloroform
to Mr. Frederick Hardy Jewitt, a solicitor in Lime street, and Wcstham, in The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal as published by 
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Essex, and subsequently robbing him of his watch, finger-ring, personal
clothing, and various other articles. The prosecutor, who was unable to
attend when the case was last before the magistrate, in consequence of
severe illness resulting from the outrage to which he had been subjected,
was now supported into court by his father, and accommodated with a seat
in the counsel's box while his evidence was read over by Mr. Hurlstone,
the second clerk ; but he evidently still remained in such a shattered and
debilitated condition that Mr. Arnold permitted him to retire immediately
he had attached his signature to the depositions. Additional evidence was
then given to connect the prisoners with the robbery. On being osked if
they wished to offer anything in answer to the charge, both prisoners
stoutly asserted their innocence, and declared that they had never seen the
prosecutor until he presented himself in court to give evidence against
them.

"The prisoners were fully committed to Newgale for trial."

Excision of a portion of the Lower Jaw.—At a regular clinique of the
medical institution at Laporte, Indiana, in which operations of magnitude
are frequently witnessed. Dr. Shipman recently performed the following.
The patient, Morrison, 40 years of age, was formerly a robust healthy man,
weighing 2201bs., ordinarily, but at the time of the operation so reduced in
flesh as to weigh not much over 120. The disease commenced without
any apparent cause, seven months ago, with a pain in the cheek, followed
by looseness of his teeth, which he picked out of the sockets one after the
other, till all the lower front and some of the others were lost. Soon after this
the cheek began to enlarge, matter formed in the mouth beneath the tongue,
between tbe lower lip and bone, and finally an abscess burst under the chin,
which continued to discharge most offensive matter. The bone became
bare of flesh in many places, and from the mouth was an exceedingly fœtid
discharge of matter, saliva and mucus, which annoyed the patient so much,
together with the pain and irritation, and want of proper rest, that he was

soon reduced to the lowest state of debility. He was brought on a bed from
Michigan. Chloroform was given till he was nearly in an insensible state.
The operation was then commenced by making an incision from the angle
of one side of the jaw around the chin to near the other. A profuse gush
of blood from a number of arteries was the result, but they were soon tied,
when the operation was resumed, the soft parts separated from the bone,
and the limits between the dead and living portions ascertained. The saw
was applied, and the whole removed from the 2nd molar on the left side, to
the same on the other. The bone which was removed was carious. The
chloroform operated most admirably.

February 6th, lOi/t day after the operation.—The man is out of danger.
The wound has healed, and he is now able to start for home.

Mortality in 1849.—The number of deaths in Brooklyn, N. Y., for the
year 1849, was 3,052, of which 1 ,.503 were males, and 1,546 females;
1,440 were adults, and 1,612 were children. Tbe excess of mortality in
1849 over 1848, was 957, owing chiefly to the cholera, of which there were
650 fatal cases. The population of Brooklyn is conceded to be 100,000.
The ratio of deaths to population was, therefore, 1 to 33, or 3 per cent.
Deducting the mortality caused by the epidemic, leaves the ratio 1 to 42. The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal as published by 
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The mortality of Rochester, N. Y., for 1849, was 885, being 77 less than
that of the previous year. In the report made to the Board of Health, by
Dr. Armstrong, thedcaths by cholera are supposed to have been 16]. The
diminished aggregate mortality of the last year, compared with 1S48, says
Dr. W. W. Ely, is a result that may be owing to a variety of circumstances.
The cholera, it is well known, did not prevail as extensively as in some
other places, while the caution exercised by the public generally, in matters
pertaining to health, and the extraordinary measures adopted for the purifi-
cation of the city, undoubtedly exercised a most salutary influence. The
variations in tbe last two years in respect to the prevalence of the ordinary
diseases, are inconsiderable and unimportant. In the seasons which are
characterized by an unusual prevalence of bowel complaints, there is a
decrease in deaths from consumption. The proportion of this disease to
the whole mortality in 1848, was 14.65 per cent, and in 1849, 13.89 per
cent—years which were characterized respectively by the presence of
dysentery and cholera. The abatement of this class of diseases, would, in
all probability, be followed by an increase of consumption, as in 1S45, when
it constituted 21.15 per cent of the mortality. Although it appears, as

above, that the aggregate mortality of 1849 was less than that of 1848,
notwithstanding the prevalence of the cholera, the mortality of adult
life was in fact greater. Thus, deduct from 962 (the mortality of 1848) the
still-born and unknown—120, and those of 3 years and under—413; and
we have 429 as the adult mortality of 1848, or all over 3 years of age.This, in a population of 32,000, is a mortality of one in 74.59. The same

process applied to the mortality of 1849, gives a result of 1 in 70. The
population of Rochester is probably between 32,000 and 35,000. Tho
mortality is therefore in the proportion of 2.64 per cent, or about 1 in 37.

Death of Dr. Fisher.—Died on Saturday, March 2d, .lohn D. Fisher,
M.D., aged 52, an eminent physician of Boston. He was an amiable, ex-
cellent man, a scientific, skilful physician, and esteemed by all classes of
citizens for his urbanity and kindness, and his prompt and untiring hu-
manity. Dr. Fisher was extensively known as a writer on subjects con-
nected with medicine, and having suffered from pulmonary difficulties from
early life, he gave close and careful attention to diseases of the chest. It
is difficult to sum up, in a paragraph, the excellencies of our departedfriend. A memoir should be prepared by some one familiar with his life
and professional character—a place for which is open in this Journal,
the occasional medium of his own communications to the medical world.
We sympathize with the relatives, thus suddenly bereaved of one who was
an honor to them and to the community in which his life has been passed.

Members of tlic Massachusetts Legislature.—The statistical view of tbe
Executive and Legislative departments of the Government of Massachusetts,
for 1850, by Mr. Poole, doorkeeper of the house, is an interesting document.
The date of birth, native place and occupation of each member are given.There are two physicians among the Governor's nine Councillors—viz.,
Drs. Timothy J. Gridley, of Amherst; and Luther V. Bell, Superintendentof the McLean Asylum for the Insane at Somerville. In the Senate, cnm-

Erising 40 members, there are three physicians—Drs. John W. Graves, of
iowell; Aaron King, of Palmer; and Chester Bardwell, 2d, of Whateley. The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal as published by 
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In the House, which consists of 297 Representatives, there are only three
physicians, iwo of whom are active members of the profession in this city—
Drs. John W. Warren, Jr., and John Odin, Jr., of Boston ; and J. 0.
Elliott, of Littleton. The farmers are the most numerous in both houses
together, numbering S3, but the merchants have the largest number in the
Senate. Of the whole 337 members. 284 were born in Massachusetts, and
only 4 in foreign countries.

Treatment of Hooping Cough.—Dr. Paresi has published experiments of
his made during an epidemic of hooping cough, which reigned in the
Lommeline. He had in view to ascertain the relative value of tbe various
treatments which had been proposed for that disease. Out of 122 patients,
111 were from three to ten years old, nine from ten to thirty, and two were

fifty years old. Forty-eight of these were treated by ihe ordinary method;
twenty-seven took cochineal ; nineteen, laurel-water ; six, vegetable acids ;
and twenty-two were treated by a mixed method. All those who were
treated with cochineal, or the vegetable acids, recovered without exception.
The result was almost the same with those who took laurel-water; and out
of the remaining sixty who were treated either by the ordinary or mixed
method, eighteen died.—LUnion Médicale.

Medical Miscellany.—A written language has been discovered in Africa.
Thé alphabet consists of about one hundred letters, each representing a

syllable.—The number of paupers in the New York Alms House is 1,831,
seven-eighths of whom are there from the use of strong drink.—A new

periodical, in the interest of tbe dentists, to be called Dental Register of the
West, under the auspices of the Mississippi Valley Association of Denial
Surgeons, is proposed.—One of the homœopathic fraternity is down upon
Dr. Honker, of Norwich, Conn., in consequence of something introduced
into his charming work. Physician and Patient. It is strange how testy
are some of the young converts to Hahnemannism. Great sinners, says the
proverb, make the greatest saints.—Tbe next meeting of the American
Association for the Promotion of Science, will be held at Charleston, S. C,
the second Tuesday in March. Such members as cannot attend, are urged
to forward communications on any branch of knowledge that best accords
with the taste and pursuits of the individual sending such papers.—Lec-
tures on Surgery have been temporarily suspended at the Boston Medical
College, in consequence of the indisposition of the professor in that depart-
ment, who bad. the misfortune to get poisoned on one of his fingers, by
mutter from a subject. He is now happily recovering.

Dieb,—At Freetown. Ms., Dr. Win Carpenter, 77.—Al Winchendon, Ms., Dr. Charles Knowl-
lon, ol" Ashlield, Mass, of disease ofUlfl heart.—Al Huigtiuin, Mass., Jonas Underwood, M.Ü.

Ueatlit in Botte»—for the week ending Saturday noon, March 2, (¡2.—Males, ,T5—females, 27.
Apoplexy, 1—burn, 1—inllanunatiouof the bowels, I—disease of the brail),  !—inflammation of ihe
brain, 2—consumption, il—convulsions, 2—child-hod, 3—dysentery, 1—dropsy of the brain, 1 —

drowned, 1—erysipelas,1—typhoid lever, 3—scnrlei fever, Î—lung fever, 4—rheumatic fever, 2—
gangrene of the lungs, i—hooping cough, 2—infantile diseases, 6—laryngilis, I—Inflammation of
the lungs, 1—diseases of the liver, 1—marasmus, I—palsy, 1—purpura, 1—smallpox, Ö— teething1,
2—tumor, 2—unknown, 2.

Under ô years, 2(¡—between 5 and 20 years, 10—between Î0 and 40 years, 20—between40
»nd (¡0 ycari, '1—over GO years, 2. Americans, 22 ; foreigners and children of foreigners, 40. The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal as published by 
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An Account of a new mode of reducing Strangulated Hernia. By
Benjamin T.Hodge, Esq., Surgeon, Sidmouth.—A few days since I was
sent for to attend a man living some miles distant; but, being absent from
home, and having numerous professional engagements, 1 did not arrive at
my patient's house until several hours had elapsed. The case was one of
strangulated oblique, inguinal hernia, tbe rupture being of several yearsj
standing, though strangulation of the intestine had never before taken place,
as tbe patientwasin the habit of reducing it himself with no great difficulty.On this occasion, however, he was not so successful ; and the usual alarming
symptoms—vomiting, constipation, and tenderness of the part—having pre-
sented ihcmselves, he lost no time, during the. interval before my arrival, in
trying every means which occurred to him as most likely to facilitate his
object. The external application of cold water, the warm bath, and the
taxis, under every variety of position, as far as he himself could employ it,
were all in vain. At last the pain became so acute, that he lay on the floor
in ti corner of the room, and raised his back against the wall, till at length
he fairly stood on his head. After remaining in this position for a minute
or two, the tumor receded without manipulation, and the hernia was re-
duced spontaneously. This occurred only a few minutes before my arrival.
Relief had been instantaneous, and a dose of castor oil rendered further
treatment unnecessary.—Lonelon Lancet.

Society for the Abolition of Burials in Towns.—At a recent meeting of
this Society, the chairman presented a scheme for extramural burial, as

regards the metropolis, which was read by ihe secretary. The measures
recommended in this document were as follows:—" 1. That a general
system of extramural sepulture shall be forthwith organized throughoutGreat Britain. 2. That medical men be appointed to fill the ancient office
of 'searcher,' and that no body be removed for interment without a certifi-
cate of death. 3. That the interment of the dead during the summer
months within a period of—days be compulsory. 4. That for London,
common land in the neighborhood of railways should be appropriated for
general cemeterial purposes, branch lines conveying the funeral trains into
the ground itself, as proposed by Mr. Walker to the Select Committee on
Interment in Towns in 1842. 5. That a central administration be appoint-ed to undertake every service (except religious) connected with the burial of
the dead at fixed and specified charges, which latter should not exceed certain
maxima laid down therein. 6. That the duty of providing for the interment
of the dead be exclusively confined to the aforesaid administration." The
report was unanimously adopted, and the meeting directed that it should be
printed and circulated.—London Medical Gazette.

Puerperal Fewr,—It has, of late, been again proposed, in France, to use

injection's of tepid water into the uterus, to control the fatal effects of the
metro-peritonitis following labor. Dr. Roche advocated this treatment in
1S44, in the Gazette Médicale, stating that he had met with great success

by adhering to it, and M. Gknsoul, of Lyons, gave it as his opinion, a few
days ago, in L' Union Médicale, that phlebitis of the uterus is often brought
on by the detritus and clots stagnating in tbe womb, and that warm douch-
ing, in removing these, contributed largely in keeping off the fatal effects
of the uterine inflammation. The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal as published by 
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We consider this a triumphant achievement of American dental science,
deserving the marked consideration of dental surgeons, and the most ex-
tended publicity of the press.

Pneumatic Spatula.—In a preceding page may be found some account
of an ingenious instrument, called the pneumatic spatula, invented byGeo. Bartlett, M.D., of Boston. It reminds one of a gorget, at first sight,
yet it has neither cutting edges nor inconvenient angles. A piece of steel
is so fashioned, that while the tongue is pressed down, out of the line
of vision, the epiglottis is effectually controlled. At the extremity of the
spatula, grasped by the hand, is an India-rubber bag, filled with the medi-
cation to be applied to the diseased place in the throat. By compressing it
slightly, the contents are forced the entire length of the instrument, pre-
cisely to the point desired by the operator. No other contrivance seems to
compare with this simple, yet beautiful construction, and it ought to be
extensively manufactured for the profession. Treatment of diseases in
the region of the fauces and bronchial apparatus, would unquestionably
be far more successful than it is with practitioners generally, were theyin possession of the proper mechanical facilities. Since, however, there
is not another pneumatic spatula in the city, as far as we know, it would
be worth while for physicians to call on Dr. Bartlett, Chardon street, and
examine his excellent contrivance.

Love of Science—Dr. Shipma?i's Introductory.—Dr. Shipman's lecture,
introductory to a course on surgery at the Indiana Medical College, La-
porte, may be characterized as a sensible dissertation on the love of sci-
ence, and the advantages accruing from a determined perseverance in
studying those branches of knowledge which elevate man in the moral
scale, and minister to his sufferings in disease. Dr. Shipman has had
enough to do with the busy world lo know that personal happiness is to
be found in the consciousness of having striven to be useful, rather than
in the exercise of a selfishness which covets all the honor and all the
goods in the possession of others. He entertains philosophical views of the
relations of medical men to the sick, and by no means shows a disposi-tion to weep his eyes out because quackery rides through the land with
triumphant success. He declares fearlessly that both law and divinity
are beset with quacks also, and out of this fact draws a modicum of con-
solation, which linnlly convinces the reader that badly as we are used bybeing undervalued, and out-generalled by ignoramuses in medicine, there is
hope, even in the last stages of this mortifying case : a good name, a
thorough system of preparation for the duties of the profession in which
we have embarked, does command the respect of those whose opinionshave weight in society.

By this lecture we gain an insight into western feeling. Those broad
prairies produce something besides wild flowers. There is mind there,
and a grasping ambition, too, to excel in those intellectual pursuits which
dignify individuals, and add lustre to the name of our common country.

Obligations of the Medical Profession.—Prof. Evans, one of the Fa-
culty of the Rush Medical College, Chicago, Illinois, on the 7th of Feb- The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal as published by 
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